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The Prophet's Actions (PBUH) to Create
Unity in the Muslim Community !

q g £
Raziyah Noruzi

Mojgan Gaeini 2

Abstract

The following article was written by Marzeyeh Babakhan. She received M. A in
History of Islam from Bagqir al-Olum University in 1394. She has been gradu-
ated at level 3 of Al-Zahra university. Her article is published in the quarterly of
Islamic Education, Twelfth Year, No. 114, summer 2015.

In this article, she discusses the actions of the Prophet in creating unity in
the Muslim community.

Through his words and deeds, the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) offered dif-
ferent guidelines to create brotherhood and unity such as the fraternity contract
between Ansar and Emigrants, the general agreement and the organization of
the forces in the war which caused the Muslims' unity from different tribes. The -
Muslims' unity and solidarity will have many effects and blessings in achieving
divine goals and excluding non-divine purposes. In the light of this unity and
brotherhood, Muslims can defeat their enemies and maintain their dignity, honor
and authority.

Key words: The Apostle of Allah (PBUH), Arab tribes, Unity, Muslim Society
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Introduction

Islam is a religious movement that began as a small movement but extended all
over the world in less than halfa century and affected various cultural and social
movements. One of the main pillars of victory and spread of this great movement
is its leadership and management.

During his presentation, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), inspired by the re-
vealed versus, was able to form a utopia which is the best example for the world
of Islam. The Prophet's (PBUH) life (sira) is one of the sources for understanding
the religion of Islam. The Prophet's (PBUH) speeches and deeds are the best way
of guidance and enlightenment for everyone and following the prophet's (PBUH)

practical and behavioral actions is the religious duty of everyone:

(bt a5 25553 a5 a0 5 00 s hizs ol 0y 5 KT sl 330y

(Al-Ahzab, 21)

"Certainly you have in the apostle of Allah an excellent exemplar for him
who hopes in Allah and the latter day and remembers Allah much"!.

One of the important issues in the prophet's (PBUH) life (sira) is to create
unity in society. Perhaps it can be said with certainty that in the social areas of
Islam, no issue has received as much attention and emphasis as the unity of the
Muslim's community (Ummah). The high and unique position of "unity "in
the religion of Islam is represented through some of Almighty God's explicit
instructions such as the following sentence:

QBN a0 e Lzl

(Ali 'Tmran, 103) )

"And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not disunited"?

and the frequent recommendations of the great prophet (PBUH) based upon
maintaining unity and avoiding division and dissension which have been col-
lected in different tradition (Hadith) and narrative (Revaya) sources such as:
Kafi, Tohaf Al-Ogool, Kanz Al-Emal and Nahg- Al- Fasaha. This can be illus-
trated by the following narration from the Apostle of Allah (PBUH):

(blladll e bl oy o6 ezl (e )

1. Holy Qur'an, Translated by M.H Shakir
2. Ibid

daolilasd 99

Studies
Ga.a:u
Y |15

Vo) bl 952 - Jol o)l - Jol JLs



Arunuuro)) WIfSnA 9y} Ul Ayrup) 9jear)) o3 (HNgd) suonoy syaydoid ayJ,

15

(Turn to the congregation, indeed God's helping hand is with congregation).
(Seyed Razi, 1422, p: 34)

Areview of the Prophet's life history and the study of his behaviors, actions
and reactions show his special care in maintenance of unity as the warp and woof
of Islamic social system and its importance. Unity, empathy and brotherhood
create authority for Islam and Muslims against hypocrisy and infidelity; and
disagreement, separation and hypocrisy cause great damage to the dignity and
independence of Muslims. Undoubtedly, we live in an age when all enemies
have been allied to destroy Islam using all their political and economic facili-
ties to bring Islam down from the international arena. Consequently, in such an
age, Muslims need to be more unified than the other eras, and perhaps Muslims
community requires cooperation and assistance more than ever. As a common
principle among Muslims, the Prophet's life can be an example for them. Hence,
this question comes to mind that what the Prophet's actions (PBUH) in creating
unity in the Muslim community are.

The unity of the Islamic community (Ummah) means that Muslims avoid
religious, political, linguistic and racial differences that cause the weakness of
Islamic community. In addition to preserving their own religion, they should
have solidarity and empathy based upon religious commonalities such as Mono-
theism, the Holy Qur'an, the Holy Prophet (PBUH), prophetic tradition and life
(Sunnah! and Sira of the prophet) against dangers that threaten the principle of
Islam and the Muslim community. Studying this subject in the prophetic com-
munity causes developing and using suitable solutions and methods in creating
unity with the focus on the Prophet's leadership in the society.

There is not any thorough research about the history of this subject. An es-
say with the title of "the Solution of Islamic Unity in Sira of the Great Prophet
(PBUH)” by Esmail Danesh has been written. One of the important objections
to this essay is not using the speeches of the Prophet (PBUH) about unity. The
research aims to investigate the words of the Prophet (PBUH) as well. In the fol-
lowing two books under the title of "Immigrants (Muhagireen) and Helpers (An-

1. "Sunna or sunnat" is the Arabic word for traditional customs and practices, in the Islamic
community it refers to the traditions and practices of the Prophet Muhammad, that constitute

a model for Muslims to follow.



sar)! Relations" written by " Hussein Husseinian Moghaddam" and "Medina In
the province of Be'sat" written by "Abdullah Abdul Aziz Ibn Idris", some points
are mentioned, but the words and deeds of the Prophet (PBUH) are not referred to.

In this article matters are presented in two parts: words of the prophet (PBUH)
and deeds of the prophet (PBUH). I n continuation of the discussion, we try to
determine the role of the Prophet (PBUH) in creating unity, reducing dissensions

and advancing the goals of the Islamic society.

1. Words of the prophet (PBUH) about creating unity in Muslims com-
munities
In his teachings from the time of Be'sat? to his death, The prophet (PBUH) has
always emphasized the strengthening of the foundations of unity, solidarity,
brotherhood and empathy among Muslims. The Sira of the prophet (PBUH) about
Muslims unity was established based upon an Islamic society and a new polit-
ical system named "Ummah" among the Bedouin3 Arabs who were known for
their hypocrisy. Islam and the Prophet (PBUH) gathered the Arab tribes together,
brought their hearts closer to each other, and destroyed the prejudice of Igno-
rance Age (Jahiliyyah)#; thus, the animosities rooted in the old days disappeared
among them. In the valuable words of the Prophet (PBUH), remarkable examples
ofthe subject of "unity among Muslims" can be found some of which are select-
ed here to be explained.

By referring to the unified origin of all human beings, the holy prophet
(PBUH) considered "piety>" as the criterion for all men. He stated: "O' people

1. "The Muhajireen" were the first converts to Islam and the Islamic prophet Muhammad's
advisors and relatives, who emigrated with him from Mecca to Medina, the event known
in Islam as The Hijra. The early Muslims from Medina are called the Ansar ("helpers").

2. Be'sat" is the day that Prophet Mohammad was chosen as a prophet"8

3. "The Bedouin" are an ethnic group of nomadic Arabs who have historically inhabited the
desert regions in North Africa, the Arabian Peninsula, Iraq and the Levant.

4. " Jahiliyyah (ignorance)" is an Islamic concept referring to the period of time and state of
affairs in Arabia before the advent of Islam in 610 CE . The term jahiliyyah is derived from
the verbal root jahala "to be ignorant or stupid, to act stupidly."

5. "piety" is a virtue which may include religious devotion, spirituality, or a ... passion is

wanting to serve God, honoring the dead and honoring the fellowship is dependent on god
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your God is one; the father of all of you (Prophet Adam) is one, who was created
from dust. The best and dearest of you to God is the most pious of you. There is
no superiority for Arabs over non-Arabs, but superiority depends on the degree
of piety" (Harani, 1404, p. 24).

The Prophet of Islam (PBUH) considered the Islamic Ummah to be beyond
the national and racial borders. He believed that Islam is not specific to Arabs
and specific races; his divine mission was global and public, and thereby he cre-
ated unity and solidarity among people. Through his words, The Prophet (PBUH)
made it clear to people that nobility depends on piety and faith, not on lineage;
as a result, it does not matter which race or tribe they belong to.

In such a speech, in fact, the prophet (PBUH) reminds that "piety" is the
best criterion. He knew very well that there would be no unity in the society of
Medina in those days except by having divine piety that Muslims are required
to observe. By observing piety, Immigrants (Muhagireen) and Helpers (Ansar)
considered themselves brothers and didn’t think of anything else which was
threatening for Muslim's society.

Unity is a matter that can only be achieved through faith based on deep
awareness and self-purification and liberation of the soul from the dependences
of carnal desires.

How can those who are still mentally occupied by attachment to lineage and
worldly excellence and evil demarcation under the influence of hypocrites and
enemies of religion believe in monotheism and have the same beliefs with be-
lievers and achieve peace, love and brotherhood that are required for faith? How
can they build a society based on altruism, sympathy, and unity and a society that
seeks to implement the teachings of Shariah! and the supreme values of Islam?

Itis only in the light of faith, and true belief in Allah, and revealed teachings
that unity and empathy are created.

In the following Hadith? from the prophet (PBUH), It is mentioned that:

absolutely, if its retained its with dignity

1."Shariah" is an Islamic legislative system

2. "Hadith" in Islam refers to what Muslims believe to be a record of the words, actions, and
the ... elements, which are today taken to be a long-held part of Islamic practice and belief

are not mentioned in the Quran, but are reported in hadiths.
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(...There are three qualities that a true Muslim possesses: Purification of
action for God, the benevolence of the Muslim leaders and accompaniment of
the Muslim community, because the invitation of Muslims also includes their
predecessors. Muslims are all brothers....) (Koleini, 1362, vol. 1, p. 403)
From the Prophet's point of view, division and hypocrisy have two effects:
One is the individual effects by which just one person is affected and the other is
social effects and consequences through which all members of a society are affected.
The following narrations deal with both categories. These narrations can be

mentioned under the following titles:

A. Death of ignorance (Jahiliyyah) and departure from Muslims body
adalodl 4z o acladl 56 o

Whoever leaves the group of Muslims will die of ignorance (Jahiliyyah).
(Payende, 1382 AH ,2855)

The Prophet (PBUH) considers separation from the Muslim community as
ignorance (Jahiliyyah).

It means that division causes the powerful Islamic society to return to the
era of fragmentation, dispersion and ignorance (Jahiliyyah). Therefore, in order
to avoid this harm, he recommends the Muslims to be united. In addition, in his
other speech, he stated:

ks cpn D 8y ) s ot eland) 5,6 o

Whoever moves one hand span away from the Muslim community, God will
open the Muslim string from his neck.) (Koleini, 1362, vol. 1, p. 404)

This distance causes them to exit from the realm of Islam and religion. The
Muslim unity and community is so important that the Prophet (PBUH) considered

leaving the Muslim community as leaving Islam.

B. The victory of the people of falsehood
The Prophet (PBUH) describes the consequences of differences in Islamic society

as follow:
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No nation disputed, unless the people of the falsehoods prevailed over the

people of the truth. (Mottaqi Hindi, 1401, vol. 1, p. 183)

C. The destruction of the nation (Ummah)
It is stated in another hadith:
"Don’t dispute (There should be no division among you.) Those who were

before you disputed and were perished". (Mottaqi Hindi, 1401, vol. 1, p.177)

D. The torment of division
The Prophet (PBUH) explains the result of unity and division as follow:
Olde 48,4lly ey aclezd
“Being with congregation is mercy and division is torment”
In addition, Imam Ali (AS) explains the consequence of division as follow:
Do lad 483 a3l o 9 S Lagd aslaz 0B 1l s b 051015 (S
s e Y g e a4 sl Jamy S il il o 5 U e
“Avoid differences and division in the religion of God because coalition in
what is right but you find it unpleasant is better than dispersion in what is false
but you find it pleasant. The Glorious God has not bestowed mercy and goodness
on one of the remainders of division.” (Seyed Razi, 1414, sermon176)
The community of believers is like a single body, and all its members remain
stable in a unifying relationship with each other, and the spirit of religious love

and faith flows in its warp and woof:
A2 A e KR il [ a5 aiBlads 3155 b caiesl) [
s @i asdl sl 4
Believers are like a single body in kindness and friendship with each other
to the extent that when a member is in pain, the other members do not relax).

(Mottaqi, Hindi, 1401, vol. 1, p.149)
The Prophet (PBUH) elsewhere stated that:

S8 L) s i o gl il aELsd) e il



God's helping hand is with congregation and Satan is with someone who
disagrees with the congregation. (Mottaqi, Hindi, 1401, vol. 1, p.206)

The advancement of society is due to people's authority and resistance. A
society in which human beings are weak and devoid of the characteristic of au-
thority will not only stop developing, but also would move towards degeneration
and degradation. The characteristic of authority is also created by the unity and
sympathy of people; thus, it can be argued that progress is achieved through

authority, and authority is achieved through unity in a society.

2. The Prophet's Behaviors (PBUH) in Creating Unity in the Muslim
community

A religious leader possesses a privileged position in a society. This dignified
and prominent position allows the leadership to have a major role in achieving
unity among Muslims. One of the important foundations of Islamic unity is the
position of its leader. As the leader of Muslims community in Medina, Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) played his role well and he was able to lead Muslims to
brotherhood and equality during his presence. He had various strategies to es-
tablish the unity of the Islamic Ummah, and this issue is well manifested in the
Prophet Muhammad's life (Sira) (PBUH). Some of his strategies will briefly be

mentioned here.

A. The Choice of Residency by the Prophet (PBUH)
To prevent division and create empathy in Medina, the first action of the Prophet
(PBUH) after entering Medina was choosing his place of residence. Considering
that the type of Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) attitude at the beginning of his
arrival in Medina and also the choice of a place to build a mosque and permanent
residence were sensitive and delicate issues which might have destroyed the uni-
ty of Ansar and might have led to sedition, the Prophet (PBUH) repeatedly refused
the invitation of various Ansar tribes; he said his camel would follow the divine
command, so wherever it knelt was a sign of divine choice. This way he got
everyone's satisfaction. (Ibn Hosham , {un.dated}, vol.1, p494, Ibn Sa'd,1410, vol.1 ,p184)
The Messenger of God (PBUH) was well aware that all laxity in choosing a

home and buying mosque land may cause resentment and conflict among Mus-
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lims in the future; thus he used his camel in choosing a home, and used all the
forces of tribes of Medina in buying a land and building a mosque. Arabs usually
sought to express their honors compared to others. Surah Takathor is the best ex-
ample of this expression. So through a clever demeanor, the holy prophet (PBUH)

chose his residence, preventing any pride among different tribes in this regard.

B. Creating a Brotherhood Pact

One of the first actions of the Prophet (PBUH) in Medina was the establishment
of the pact of brotherhood which caused more friendship and empathy among
different tribes. When the prophet came to Medina, he made a pact of brother-
hood among some of the Muhajireen and Ansar. This pact of brotherhood was
made between 90 people that 45 of them were Muhajireen and 45 of them were
Ansar. (Ibn Sa'd, 1410, vol. 1, P.184)

The prophet said:

e ) ) 315

(In the way of God, two people are two brothers)

Thus, the pact of brotherhood was made between Muhajireen and Ansar. It
was not just the brotherhood pact among Muhajireen and Ansar, indeed, its pri-
mary goal was creating friendship and disintegrating the ignorant tribal system.
(Ibn Hosham, {un.dated} vol.1,p.505) This general brotherhood covenant was formed
only based on the negation of ethnic and tribal motives and the pivot of right
and social cooperation.

Byt 2RI ] s\l o 0D

"The believers indeed are brothers; so set things right between your two
brothers and fear God; haply so you will find mercy."! (Hujurat,10)

This conscious decision was the most efficient tool for achieving gener-
al sympathy in the society of that age that indicated the ultimate effort of the
Prophet (PBUH) to create a society based upon faith in God. The Prophet's desired
society is a society in which all members have the pact of brotherhood with each
other based on a monotheistic vision, and they are obliged to maintain it firmly

and strengthen its social foundations.

1. Arberry Translated by Holy Qur'an,



The true word of God on the issue of brotherhood is very clear:

2ol g alls 2132 2t 3 K i E s L2 58 G A A e il
€ B ati, 2532506

"And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not dlsunlted,
and remember the favor of Allah on you when you were enemies, then he united
your hearts so by his favor you became brethren ....)" (Ale Imran. 103)!

The idealistic society for the holy prophet (PBUH) in which there is lots of
brotherhood is a society that unifies the intensity over disbelief and mercy over

faith. It means:

€. A5 L&J\ukcsbw\”’ : ,\J\):us\ OARCESAY
"Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah, and those with him are firm of heart

against the unbelievers, compassionate among themselves. ...)" (Fath.29)2

C. Medina General Pact

This pact was prepared by the Prophet (PBUH) and fortunately its text has been
preserved in history, (Ibn Hosham, {un.dated} vol.1,p.501). This is the first pact which
was struck between the holy prophet (PBUH) and the existing tribes of Yathrib.
This strategy was the best solution to create national unity and religious solidar-
ity because it ensured unity among the involved tribes and the social rights of
Jews and Muslims immigrants; on the other hand, these pacts pave the way for
the formation of a political and state unity.

For example, in the context of the covenant between Muslims, it is clearly
stated that Muslims are a single nation apart from other people:

W) 93 e susy dal f"é'ﬂ
(Ibn Hosham, {un.dated} vol.1, p.501)

And there is not any relation between Muslims and unbelievers, and there
should be no distance between two Muslims. Although, the prevailing spirit of
these pacts is to make use of Islamic tool for unity towards the Prophet's valuable
strategy (PBUH) in Islamic society, and all cases are its examples, some of them

will be mentioned here.

1. Translated by M.H Shakir Holy Qur'an,
2. 1ibid.
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1. Muslims will be united against oppression, aggression, conspiracy and

corruption.

2. No believer makes peace in Jihad in the way of Allah without mentioning

other believers, and peace will not be achieved except for all.

3. All groups (which are involved in war) will go to war respectively. Fight-

ing will not be imposed on a group (twice in a row).

4. "Dhimma! Allah" is the same for all people.

5. Ifthere is disagreement occurs among Muslims, the source of'its resolving

will be God and his Apostle.

6. Muslims will not abandon a debtor whose debt is heavy; on the contrary,

they will help him. In another part of this historical pact in which the

Jews of Medina, were addressed, the holly Prophet paid attention to some

provisions and this indicates his motivation for achieving national unity:

-Muslims and Jews are one nation, and they will live in Medina like a
nation, and each one has its own religion.

- Allied Jews would be accompanied and assisted and reciprocally, when
Muslims call them to compromise, the Jews must accept.

-Muslims and Jews are required to combat against those who clash with
this pact.

-Both must fight with the invaders to Yathrib with each other's help.

-No pagan should be hired by both sides, unless it is in the interest of both
groups. (Ibn Hosham, {un.dated}, vol.1, p503)

It should be concluded that the effort to create a religious and national com-
mon sensitivity is one of the most distinctive solutions of the holy prophet (PBUH)
towards creating Islamic unity. Based upon the context of this pact, it can be
concluded that the prophet (PBUH) has put a lot of effort into creating religious
and national common sensitivity, and on the evidence of history, he achieved
considerable success that was considered as one of the main solutions towards
creating unity in Islamic community in those days. Nowadays also, stimulating
religious and national common emotions plays a great role in the general mobi-

lization of the masses and creating sympathy and solidarity.

1. Dhimmah: "the people of the dhimma" is a historical term referring to non-Muslims living

in an [slamic state with legal protection.



D. Organizing military forces

One of the prophet's actions (PBUH) in creating sympathy and solidarity was
organizing military forces. The issue of flag was very important for Arab tribes,
and each tribe had its own flag. In the wars that the Prophet (PBUH) had with the
polytheists and the Jews, the question of who would hold the flag was one of the
most important issues in the society. The Prophet wisely chose two flags for the
wars. It should be mentioned that the Prophet chose the two flags of Aws and
Khazraj! at first, and after a while, he turned them into one flag. In the battle of
Badr, the great flag belonged to the Apostle of Allah (PBUH), and the flag of the
Mubhagireen was held by Musab bin Umayr; the flag of Khazrajian was with
Habab Ibn Munther and the flag of Aws was with Saad Ibn Mu'adh. (Wagqidi, 1409
BH, vol.1, p.58)

It means in the first war there were four flags with the Muslim corps, but
there were two flags in the battle of Uhud: one of them for Muhagireen and the
other for Ansar. (Tabari, 1387 BH, vol.2, p.516)

Therefore, being aware of the necessity for creating unity during wars, the
prophet (PBUH) made a lot of effort to unite his forces. The result of these efforts
was manifested in the conquest of Mecca while corps of Islam enter Mecca with

one flag and everyone was under the flag of Islam. (Tabari, 1387 B.H., VOL.3, P.43)

E. Tolerance and forgiveness of the prophet (PBUH)
Among the other prophet's actions (PBUH) in creating unity, his tolerance and
forgiveness towards some behaviors can be mentioned. This can be illustrated
by hypocritical behaviors of Abd-Allah Ibn Ubayy?.

The conflict between two members of immigrants and Ansar and following

that Abd-Allah ibn Ubayy's speeches about this event in the battle of Banumus-

—

."Aws and Khazraj" were two Arab tribes of Medina (Yathrib) during the time of the Prophet
Muhammad that are believed to have migrated to Medina (Yathrib) from Yemen. The
relationship between these two tribes was strained and they were often at conflict with
each other.

2."Abd-Allah ibn Ubayy" was a chief of the Arab tribe Banu Khazraj and one of the leading men

of Medina. Upon the arrival of the Prophet Muhammad, Ibn Ubayy became a Muslim, but

the sincerity of his conversion is disputed. Because of repeated conflicts with Muhammad,

[slamic tradition has labelled him a Munafiq (hypocrite) and "leader of the Munafiqun".
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taliq! , aroused Muslims' anger including the wrath of Abd-Allah ibn Ubayy's
son; Therefore, people demanded the murdering of Abdullah, but the prophet
forbade them to do so to maintain the unity of Islamic community, inviting all
of them to friendship and brotherhood. By the order of the Apostle of Allah
(PBUH), the army marched the whole day till night and the night till morning, and
also they continued their marching until sunrise. When it got warm, the prophet
ordered them to stop. Having walked the whole day and night, all the soldiers
fell asleep from exhaustion as soon as they landed. The holy Prophet (PBUH) did
so in order to make them forget Abdullah's speeches; consequently, his words
would not be discussed, and they would not create discord and hatred among the
Muhajireen and the Ansar. (Ibn Hosham, {un.dated}, vol.2, p: 290)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) established unity in the Islamic society by tolerat-
ing, forgiving and condoning divisive matters. He presented honor and authority
for Muslims community by such behaviors. He was indeed a doer of the Quranic
verses, invited everyone to unity and friendship, and condemned wrongdoings.

It is mentioned in the sources that one day, Shas bin Qais, one of the Jewish
elders who was steadfast in his infidelity and had a fierce enmity and grudge
against the Muslims, came across a group of Muslims from the Aws and Khazraj
tribes sitting together and talking. This love and friendship from two opposing
groups, who were blood enemies of each other during the Age of Ignorance
(Jahiliyyah), was very unpleasant to his Jealous and divisive nature, and he said
to himself: [ swear to God, if they unite, we will not be able to live in this land.
Accordingly, he ordered one of the young Jews who accompanied him to go
among them, sit in their session, talk about the battle of Be'as and other battles
that occurred between Aws and Khazraj ,remind those days, recite epic poems
related to those battles for them ,and prod them into fighting against each other
in any way. The young man obeyed Shas bin Qais' order, and this caused Aws
and Khazraj to speak and remember those days; consequently, each of them

spoke boastfully, and took a stand against another one. Meantime, two of them

1. The Banu Mustaliq is an Arab tribe. The tribe is a sub-clan of the Banu Khuza'a, descended
from Azdi Qahtani. They occupied the territory of Qadid on the Red Sea shore between
Jeddah and Rabigh.



named Aws ibn Qayzi from Aws and Jabbar ibn Sakhra from Khazraj became
prejudiced and disputed with each other. Then one of them said: if you want we
will renew that day?! This word caused them to prejudice, and they said: we are
ready, our appointment with you is out of the city in "Zahereh". These people
were divided into two groups, then each of them went to his tribe and ready his
weapon made very soon, they gathered at the appointment. When the Apostle of
God (PBUH) heard the news, he went to them with a group of immigrants (Muha-
jireen) and stood in front of them; then he said: "O' group of Muslims, consider
God! Do you remember the age of ignorance? Do you remember that He sent
me among you and guided you to Islam, cherishing you, removing the habits of
ignorance (Jahiliyyah) by it, rescuing you from disbelief, creating unity among
you, and kindening your hearts together?"(Ibn Hosham, {un.dated}, vol.1, p: 555)

Accordingly, the prophet (PBUH) was opposed vigorously to any conflict
or enmity which was reminiscent of the ignorance age (Jahiliyyah) and invited
people to brotherhood and friendship.

Thus, the Apostle of God (PBUH) strengthened the intellectual foundations of
unity and brotherhood for Islamic society, and he introduced racial tendencies as
major obstacles to global cohesion and solidity. He stated that the way to achieve
Islamic unity was to abandon all restrictions and dependencies and prejudices

against different races and nations and to accept Islam thoroughly.

Conclusion
According to the prophet's profound viewpoint (PBUH), piety was the main theme
of Muslims unity, intimacy and solidarity of all ethnicities, races and nation-
alities. The Prophet was able to bring the scattered tribes together through his
thoughts, tactics, and efficient managing methods; he united them on the basis
of the True religion of Islam. The prophet's different strategies (PBUH) creating
unity and empathy was for both Muslims and non-Muslims living near Medina.
Therefore, it must be considered that Muslim, in addition to maintaining
cohesion and unity with each other, should have a glimpse into the other neigh-
boring nations and make a pact of friendship and non-aggression with them.
Muslim’s army attacked enemies in the light of Holy Prophet's teachings (PBUH)

and in the shadow of unity among Muslims and the fierce fighting against any
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differences and conflicts, so with pride and victory, they taught monotheism and
servitude of Almighty God to humanity.

By following the Prophet's life (Sira) (PBUH), Muslims learned that differ-
ences harm the body of community (Ummah) and destroy the Islamic commu-
nity (Ummah) over time. It is Muslims' duty to increase unity and solidarity
among themselves by referring to the prophet's tradition; in addition, they should
avoid division and distance. By studying the Prophet's life (Sira) (PBUH) and his
strategies in creating unity and brotherhood, Muslims are required to reform
unified Islamic community (Ummah) and impart the religion of Islam to all
over the world.

In the time when the devils sow the seeds of hypocrisy, discord and division
in order to plant the tree of enmity and hatred in the holy land of Islam, relying
on the unifying and cohesive life of the Apostle of Allah (PBUH) will nullify their
sinister plans and conspiracies. Nowadays, Muslims should follow the Apostle
of Allah's life (Sira) (PBUH) and move towards unity and solidarity, by being
more tolerant toward each other and condoning the biased ones' behaviors and
speeches.

Muslims must be vigilant because the enemies of Islam use every means to
hit Muslims and Islam; thus, unity is the only way to fight with their aims and
plans. Ifracial, ethnic and religious prejudices can be abandoned, the dignity and
authority of Muslims in the world can be repeated one more time; in addition,
Islamic lands can be liberated from the pressure of atheism and polytheism by
relying on the principle of Islam and the Prophet's life (Sira) (PBUH) which all

Muslims believe in.
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that had caused dissension in the society of Amir al-Mu'minin’s (AS) era have
also been dealt with in this paper. The second section- Amir al-Mu'minin's (AS)
Measures to Prevent Conflict - is going to be published in the next number.
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Introduction

The existence of discord in society is an undeniable fact and the more compli-
cated society is, the more conflicts will arise. If a conflict is not managed in
society, its consequences cause a crisis and sometimes shake the foundation of
society. The importance of this issue has led management scientists to offer ways
to manage discords and conflicts.

Considering the role of Imams (AS) as paragons, using their conduct in this
regard can help us achieve a suitable solution for preventing dissensions. The
reason for examining this issue in Imam Ali’s (AS) era is that he was, in fact, the
inheritor of a society that was far from the Prophet's (PBUH) tradition and on
the other hand, he had no executive responsibility during the caliphs’ period.
Therefore, his reign has considerable significance.

Two important questions are raised accordingly: What were the causes of
conflict during Imam Ali’s (AS) rule and what management measures did he take
to prevent further conflicts and resolve them during his reign? In answering
these questions, no source was found that directly addressed this issue. However,
there are some that have contributed to this article. Due to the interdisciplinary
nature of this work, the course of study of these books is followed in two ways:

Abundant sources that have directly or indirectly discussed conflict man-
agement. The most important books used in writing this article are:

Managing Conflict and Negotiation, by Ali Rezaeian. The book is written in
two sections and nine chapters and deals with conflict and its types and contexts.

Conflict Management with an Islamic Approach, written by Mas'oud Ghane'
who, in addition to management issues, has devoted five chapters to pointing out
the measures taken by Imams (AS), and especially the Prophet (PBUH).

The Prophet of God (PBUN) and the Management of Medina Tensions and a
dissertation with the same title, by Hossein Ghazikhani. This book consists of
five chapters and deals with contexts for causing tension in Medina during the
Prophet’s (PBUH) era, his preventive measures, and finally the Prophet’s (PBUH)
actions at the time of tension.

The Prophetic Conduct in Conflict Management, written by Mohammad
Alizadeh who, in addition to management issues, has explained the Prophet’s

(PBUH) actions and strategies in this regard in five chapters.
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An article entitled “Imam Kazem (AS) and Conflict Management”, by Dr.
Alviri who, by reviewing the words of Imam Kazem (AS) in a selected text, has
expressed his method.

Many sources that are specific to Imam Ali’s (AS) reign, some of which are
mentioned here:

A Portrayal of Imam Ali's (AS) Government, researched and written by Ali
Akbar Babazadeh. This book has 34 chapters wherein the moral, political, and
social methods of Imam Ali’s (AS) government are outlined. Also, in some chap-
ters, the author has addressed Imam's manner towards violators and while fight-
ing, pardoning, etc.

A Portrayal of Ali Ibn Abi Talib's (AS) Agents, written by Ali Akbar Zakeri
in four volumes. In this book, the names of Imam’s agents are stated along with
their biographies. By reading this book, one can get information about the people
who caused conflict and discord during Imam's era.

This research aims to address the causes of strife and struggle as well as
Imam Ali’s (AS) preventive measures during his rule, which none of these books

have mentioned.

1. Finding the Meanings of Words
In this section, we will first examine terms and concepts such as management,

conflict, etc., and then a definition of conflict management will be provided.

1.1. Management
“Modiriyat” (the Persian equivalent for Management), is morphologically a
dummy infinitive that has roots in the stem “dawr” and since the “w” after “a”
becomes “a”, it turns into “dar”. The transitive form of this word is “edar”,
which means to move and turn. Hence, “modir” (manager) is the subject, which
means “administrator of affair” or “in charge of taking care of something” (Ibn
Manzour, 1414 AH, vol. 4, p. 295; Bostani, N.D., p. 800). Having this explanation in mind,
it becomes clear that “modiriyat” means “to manage”.

Terminologically speaking, however, each of the experts and scientists in
management science have offered definitions of this term based upon the type

of knowledge, insight, philosophy, and the educational and belief system they



have. The variety and abundance of definitions is so great that perhaps it would
be no exaggeration to claim “there are as many definitions of management as
the number of authors in this field” (Hersey and Blanchard, 1373, p. 28).

In general, management can be defined as follows:

“Management is the process of using material and human resources effec-
tively and efficiently in planning, organizing, mobilizing resources and facil-
ities, guiding and controlling, which is done to achieve organizational goals

based on the accepted value system” (Hersey and Blanchard, 1373, p. 28).

1.2. Conflict
“Ta'aroz” (the Persian equivalent for conflict) is an infinitive noun meaning
to have disagreement, to quarrel with each other (Dehkhoda, 1337, vol. 15, p. 751).
Conflict also means an overt and often ongoing strife and struggle between the
hostile parties.

Many definitions of this word have been presented from among which we
will suffice with one instance. Stephen P. Robbins writes: “conflict is a process
whereby person ‘A’, by creating a series of obstacles in practice, tries to prevent

person ‘B’ from achieving his goals” (Robbins, 1374, p. 358).

1.3. Conflict Management
Regarding the term “conflict management” [3], it should be said that:

“Conflict management is to manage an organization and establish a balance
between employees and the organization in the best way under conflict circum-
stances, and ultimately, eliminate the conflict created. In general, conflict man-
agement is "the process of recognizing the appropriate role of conflict among
groups and using relevant techniques to resolve the conflict or mobilize them
for the effectiveness of the organization” (Haghighi et al., 1380, p. 376; Dargahi et al.,
1392, abstract; Pourkiani and Taqavi, 1392, abstract).

As is clear in the definitions, conflict management is mentioned in organi-
zational issues and our discussion is on society. Although there is a distinction
between organization and government and it is not easy to generalize a discus-
sion of organization to that of the government, due to the lack of a well-devel-

oped model of governmental conflicts on the one hand and the conventional
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use of organizational conflict models for various social conflicts on the other,
this generalization is not so unnatural and unscientific. In fact, it is a conven-
tional method used in this article. It must also be acknowledged that, apart from
organizations, conflict is a social reality and its management is a requisite for
the leadership of society, although it may lead to a crisis and its harmful conse-
quences for human societies.

The conflict process often has five stages, including: contexts, the recognition
of conflict and behavioral changes, conflict occurrence, conflict resolution or its
suppression and the consequences of conflict (Rezaeian, 1387, pp. 59-63; Najafbeygi,

1379, pp. 134-135). In this article the stage of conflict occurrence is being discussed.

2. Factors of Conflict Occurrence in Society
Factors underlying conflict and discord in society include structural and human

factors, which will be discussed in detail.

2.1. Structural Factors

Structural factors are those that originate from the nature of organization and
the way it is organized (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 44). In order to identify the contexts of
discord and conflict in a community, knowing the structure of that community,
its constituent components and the strengthening elements of those components

are of particular significance. Some of these factors are:

2.1.1. Dependence (Tribal System)

The structural system of some societies is tribal wherein certain prejudices are
prevalent. The more these bonds play a role in the structure of society, the more
they may contribute to the emergence of discord and conflict (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 45;

Ghane', 1393, p. 40; Haghighi et al., 1380, p. 364)

2.1.2. Different Ethnicities and Nationalities

As well as having positive functions, ethnic and religious diversity in society
can be a source of discord, for each nation and tribe has its own accepted rituals,
customs and values that may be in conflict with other ethnic values. In this case,
if peaceful coexistence and preservation of ethnic values are notrealized, society
will face unrest (Ghazikhani, 1390, p. 36).



2.1.3. The Size of Group and Population

The size or largeness of groups is one of the structural factors that can exacer-
bate the conflict. The larger the group, the greater the likelihood of conflict and
discord (Robbins, 1374, vol. 2, p. 726), especially when we deal with a society, the
number of people increases and the greater the number, the higher the percentage
of conflict. Therefore, care must be taken that the way of resolving the conflict

does not create a new conflict among other people.

2.1.4. Common and Limited Resources
Conlflict can occur whenever several individuals or groups want to share the use
of certain resources. (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 45; Haghighi et al., 1380, p. 364). Equipment,

spoils of war, etc. are among the things that are considered common resources.

2.1.5. Hidden and Secret Groups

Not all members of society take steps toward the accepted values of that soci-
ety. Those who are not in harmony with the community for any reason, come
together for various reasons over time and form hidden groups. In fact, each
group seeks to achieve its own interests and goals. The existence of such groups
in society is a fact that should be acknowledged and the supervision of their

activities should be the priority of conflict resolution (Ghazikhani, 1390, p. 37).

2.1.6. Lack of Congruence Between the Role and The Person in Charge

“Role is a set of actions and behaviors that others expect the one who takes on
the role to do as part of his duty” (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 19). There must be congruence
between the role and the one who takes it on. If this congruence is not observed
and the person in charge cannot perform his duties properly, this will lead to
discord and tension. Therefore, community leaders must select the right people
to delegate roles and positions. Obviously, the consequences of subordinates’
mistakes are the responsibility of high-level managers and they must be held

accountable.

2.1.7. Change and Innovation
Change and innovation have ever been an integral part of human’s social life.

Simply put, change is the modification or disruption of the status quo in any
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system and in management terminology, the move towards enhancing the orga-
nizational structure is called change (Najafbeygi, 1379, p. 208). The change and move
towards enhancing the structure of society is a complicated issue and may even
lead to failure. Nevertheless, making change is a necessity that must be put into

effect in the light of the sustainability and prosperity of society.

2.1.8. Migration

Migration is a phenomenon that inevitably has many social consequences, es-
pecially if done in groups. Introduction of new customs, differences in lifestyle,
requests for housing and employment, emotions arising from being far from
home and family, diversity of culture and behavioral customs, etc. are among

the consequences of this social phenomenon (Ghazikhani, 1390, p. 39).

2.2. Human Factors

Without considering human, society has no meaning. Love and hate, sorrow
and joy are interwoven in human existence, and many behaviors are the product
of these human factors. Among the human factors that arise from individual

differences (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 44) are:

2.2.1. Character

Character “is a set of relatively stable characteristic traits and unique qualities
that form the identity of each person (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 21; Haghighi et al., 1380, p. 368).
Every individual’s character is rooted in his or her inheritance, environment, and
learnings. For instance, (obsequious or hypocritical) people who always agree
are affable and seemingly genuine people who maintain your reputation on the
face of'it, and often act approvingly toward others, but in truth, when away from
people or in private, there is no sincerity and empathy in their actions. They do
not fulfil their promises and may even take action against the other party. Such
people often avoid conflict and evade confrontation by making unrealistic prom-

1ses (Rezaeian, 1387, pp. 27-30).

2.2.2. Emotions
God created man in such a way that he has different emotions. Love, hate, fear,

affection, etc. are gifts that play roles in the evolution of human beings. If these



emotions are used properly, they will guarantee the health and well-being of
individuals and society, but if for any reason they deviate from the path of mod-
eration, they may cause dissension among individuals and ultimately confront
the society with disturbance and strife through their negative consequences.
The conflict or discord arising from emotions is called “emotional conflict”.
Emotional conflicts dissipate people's energy and distract them from addressing
priorities (Rezaeian, 1387, p. 11).

Thus, there is no escape from emotional dissension in society and it should
be acknowledged as a social truth. A manager will be successful if he is able to
provide the conditions for his subordinates to take the path of perfection and not
deviate from the path of moderation. When a conflict occurs, he must be able
to implement the best method to minimize damage. Consequently, recognizing
human emotions and their motivations can help a manager select the most effi-

cacious way to resolve the resulting conflict.

2.2.3. Needs, Desires and Interests

Acquisition of wealth, attainment of power, enjoyment of status and high so-
cial position can be considered instances of this factor. Given the multitude of
individuals’ needs and reactions in society, which are different from each other,
their role in the emergence of dissension should not be disregarded (Ghazikhani,

1390, p. 34).

2.2.4. Hidden Expectations
Every so often people associate with a group, which is not out of truthfulness,
and they covertly seek to achieve their own desires and goals, like someone who

aspires to obtain a position by approaching the manager (Ghazikhani, 1390, p. 34).

2.2.5. Unresolved Issues From the Past

Unresolved disputes from the past are the ashes of'a fire that can provoke another
conflict at any moment. Conflicts that seem to be settled should not be over-
looked by managers. A large number of conflicts have roots in past disputes that
must be resolved (Ghazikhani, 1390, p. 35).
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3. Factors of Conflict During Imam Ali's (AS) Rule

When Imam Ali (AS) became the caliph, the society was encountering a series
of deviations, heresies, and problems that had caused dissension in the society.
The factors of conflict in the society of Amir al-Mu'minin’s (AS) era are divided

into two categories, which are as follows:

3.1. Structural Factors
There are factors that originate from the nature of the group or society. Some of

these divisive structural factors in the society of his era include:

3.1.1. Natural Factors

Natural factors are among the controversial factors in Imam Ali’s era. Living
environment and climatic conditions have an undeniable role in the occurrence
of conflict and this affects people’s lives in society. Since the land of Egypt
caused discord during Imam's time, the geography of Egypt must be taken into
consideration. Egypt is one of the oldest and most famous regions in the world
with an ancient civilization and historical background. It is located in northeast-
ern Africa, bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea, on the east by the
Levant (Sham) and the Red Sea, on the south by the Nubia region and Sudan,
and on the west by Tripoli and Sahara. This land was conquered by Amr ibn As
in 21 AH during the caliphate of Umar, and it became part of the territory of the
Islamic government (Hamawi Baghdadi, 1995 BC, vol. 5, p. 137).

Abdullah ibn Hawalah al-Azdi explains one of the causes of conflict in
Imam's era:

“When the people of the Levant were returning from the battle of Siffin,
Mu'awiya called the Quraysh and the non-Quraysh to him and said: ‘I have
invited you for an important affair.” Amr ibn As said: ‘I swear by God! You have
invited us for the issues of the cities and what goes on in them. In those cities,
governmental taxes and levies are high and there is a large population which
matters to you. Now you have invited us and you want our opinion. So be deter-
mined. It is a good idea to conquer those cities; you will get honor and power,
your enemies will be destroyed and your opponents will be humiliated’” (Thaqafi,
1353, vol. 1, pp. 270 - 287; Tabari, 1387, vol. 5, p. 97; Thaqafi, 1373, p. 137).



As can be understood from the words of Amr ibn As, Mu'awiya intended to
conquer Egypt because it had great geographical value; good weather, a large
population and consequently high taxes and levies. He wanted to use this against
Imam. For this reason, Amr ibn As, using a large army, attacked Egypt where
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr was the agent, and Amr ibn As managed to defeat him
and become the ruler of Egypt himself.

3.1.2. Tribalism

Arabs are among the races ruled by tribal norms. In fact, it was the kinship zeal
that brought them together. In this type of life, all the privileges were demanded
for the tribe and each tribe endeavored to display its power, wealth and superi-
ority over other tribes. Basra, Kufa and other Arab cities were arranged based
on a tribal system.

When Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) became the caliph, Kufa had seven divisions,
each headed by tribe chiefs. As Imam wrote in a letter to the seven chiefs: “but
then, those before you perished, for they did not give people their right until they
bought it (through bribery) and took them to the false path and they followed it”
(Sharif al-Radhi, 1378, p. 359).

Ibn Abbas had gone to Kufa and to Imam in order to offer his condolences.
Ibn Hadhrami entered Basra. The Azd tribe supported Ziad, and the tribes of
Bani Tamim and Qays offered Ibn Hadhrami to occupy Dar al-Imara, and he
accepted. Abulknoud says:

“When this news reached Imam, Shabath ibn Rib'ei said to Ali (AS): O Amir
al-Mu'minin (AS)! Send a message to Bani Tamim tribe and invite them to your
obedience. Do not let the people of Azd from Uman, who are far from you and
have hatred of you in their hearts dominate them. One member of your tribe is
superior to ten of them. At this time, Mikhnafibn Salim Azdi objected to him and
said: It is your people who are vindictive and hypocritical and sin against God
and oppose Amir al-Mu'minin (AS), but a close friend is one who obeys God and
helps Amir al-Mu'minin (AS), that is my people and one of them is better than
ten of your people who are at the service of Amir al-Mu'minin (AS). After these
debates, Ali (AS) advised them to stop these words first and then sent A'yun and

Jaria to them, and ultimately Imam's army gained victory" (Thaqafi, 1353, vol. 2, pp.
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391-412; Tabari, 1387, vol. 5, p. 111; Thaqafi, 1373, p. 216).
Another example of the emergence of conflict, which is indicative of tribal-
ism, can be seen at the time of the event of Hakamiyya (judgement) during Siffin

battle (Thaqafi, 1353, vol. 2, pp. 533-539; Thaqafi, 1373, pp. 286-288).

3.1.3. Population and Migration

Another factor in the emergence of conflict during Amir al-Mu'minin's (AS) era
was population and migration, which led to ethnic and tribal diversity. The city
of Kufa was founded in 17 AH by Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgqas as the headquarters of the
warriors of Islam (Ibn Khayyat, 1415, p. 76; Ibn Kathir, 1407, vol. 7, p. 74; Ibn Khaldun, 1408,
vol. 2,p. 550). Determining the precise population of Kufa at the outset of its estab-
lishment is not an easy task, as each historian has suggested a number that differs
from that of the other. Some have mentioned some forty thousand people (Hamawi
Baghdadi, 1995, vol. 4, p. 491) and some others thirty thousand people (Hamawi Baghdadi,
1995, vol. 4, p. 491) while others have mentioned less. As a result, the population of
Kufa increased with the expansion of the territory of the Islamic Empire.

Another factor that increased the population of Kufa was the Persians. In the
battle of Mada'in, many Iranian prisoners were captured by the conquerors who
brought them to Kufa and it was the most appropriate place for them (Mohammad-
ja'fari, 1382, p. 136). Gradually, other people came to Kufa as well, and the tribal
composition of Kufa became heterogeneous. Umar ibn Sa'd! first divided the
inhabitants of Kufa into the Nazari (northern Arabs) and the Yemeni (southern
Arabs). The Nazaris settled in the western part and the Yemenis in the eastern
part (Mohammadja'fari, 1382, p. 136). Sa'd? later divided Kufa into seven groups in
consultation with the second caliph.

When Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) came to Kufa after the battle of Jamal in the
year 36 AH, he maintained the same seven-tribe system, and only made changes
and transfers within those seven groups. Imam's purpose of doing this was to
change the external composition in order to eliminate or moderate the tribal
power that had increased in one group.

In this new grouping, the greater number of Yemenis debilitated the tribal lead-

1. The person who did this was Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas (Translator)
2. Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgqas (Translator)



ership. Consequently, leaders with Islamic background replaced leaders appointed
based on tribal criteria, such as Hujr ibn Adi, who replaced Ash'ath ibn Qays and
was given the leadership of the Kinda tribe in the battle of Siffin. Malik al-Ashtar
became the leader of a new clan group, consisting of Madhhij and Nakha'l. Adi
ibn Hatam was supported by Imam and became the only leader of the Tey tribe in
Kufa and participated in the battle of Siffin (Habibi, 1389, p. 160). In this way, Imam
Ali (AS) confronted the traditions of the past. Another factor that increased the
population of Kufa was the Mawalis (Mohammadja'fari, 1382, pp. 140-142).

As noted earlier, population as well as migration had created ethnic-tribal
diversity in the society, which is itself a factor in the occurrence of conflicts. As
aresult, the society of Kufa at that time witnessed various people who had come
there from different lands, and these migrations continued into Imam’s era. The
emigrants did not enjoy the same status as the Arabs, and during Imam Ali’s (AS)
time, the Arabs’ dissatisfaction with the Mawalis increased, for instance:

Abu Ishaq Hamdani says: “two women came to Imam Ali (AS) in order to
get their income from the treasury. One of them was an Arab and the other was
one of the Mawalis. Amir al-Mu'minin gave each of them twenty Dirhams and
some wheat. The Arab woman said: ‘why did you make me equal with her?’
Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) said: ‘I do not see any difference between the children of
Ishmaeil and Ishaq’ (Thagqafi, 1353, vol. 1, p. 69; Thagqafi, 1373, p. 47). This complaining
woman has been introduced as Imam's sister, that is, Ummi Hani, Abu Talib's
daughter, to whom Amir al- Mu'minin paid twenty Dirhams. When Ummi Hani
asked that woman how much he had given her and she was answered twenty
Dirhams, she complained to Imam and Imam answered her” (Mufid, 1413, a, p.
151). There are other instances such as Ash'ath case (Thagafi, 1353, vol. 2, p. 498 and
Thaqafi, 1373, p. 267).

3.1.4. Change and Innovation
With the coming to power of Uthman, power was transferred from those who
had believed in the Prophet (PBUH) earlier than others to the tribal leaders. In fact,

power came to people from certain tribes who believed in tribal traditions, and

1. The correct names are Madhhij and Nakha', not Madhij and Nakha’ei as transcribed in the
article (Translator)
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this trend existed until Imam's time. When Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) became ca-
liph, he came to Kufa after the battle of Jamal in 36 AH; he maintained the same
system of seven tribes that already existed and only made changes and transfers
in those seven groups, the details of which were discussed in the population
section (Belazari, 1417, vol. 2, p. 235; Mohammadja'fari, 1382, p. 131).

As aresult, in Imam’s categorization, leaders who had a background in Is-
lam, replaced the leaders who had come to power based on tribal criteria, such
as Hujr ibn Adi, who replaced Ash'ath ibn Qays and was given the leadership
of the Kinda tribe in the battle of Siffin. These people might have resented and
wanted to strike Imam out of spite, such as Ash'ath ibn Qays who was purported
to be greedy for leadership and positions or a hypocrite who sought to interfere
in all matters that did not concern him or he did not know about. In fact, he was
a meddler and in association with Mu'awiya (Zakeri, 1386, vol. 1, p. 553). A confir-
mation of Ash'ath’s greed for leadership is that he went to Amir al-Mu'minin (AS)
many times to gain a position (Majlesi, 1403, vol. 42, p. 233).

Ibn Abi al-Hadid also writes in his commentary on Nahj al-Balagha: Ash'ath
was one of the hypocrites during Imam Ali’s (AS) caliphate and his role among
Amir al-Mu'minin’s (AS) companions resembled that of Abdullah ibn Abi among
the Prophet’s (PBUH) companions. Each of them was the leader of a group of
hypocrites in their own time. During Amir al-Mu'minin’s (AS) era, whenever
there was a betrayal or dispute, the source of it was considered to be Ash'ath ibn
Qays Kindy (Majlesi, 1403, vol. 42, p. 233; Tbn Abi al-Hadid, 1404, vol. 1, p. 297; Ahmadi, 1426
AH, vol. 1,p.224).

Therefore, after Imam became caliph, Ash'ath was removed from the leader-
ship of the tribe and was replaced by Hujr ibn Ady. Ash'ath appealed to Amir al-
Mu'minin (AS) for leadership, but he ignored his request. For this reason, Ash'ath
took Mu'awiya’s side and he even told his friends: I'd better join Mu'awiya.
Historians regard him as one of the hypocrites who was likely to strike Imam at
any moment, to the extent that in the battle of Siffin he struck serious blows to

Imam and the Islamic community.

3.1.5. Lack of Congruence Between the Role and the Person in Charge

Among the criticisms leveled at Uthman was the removal of the Prophet’s (PBUH)



companions from the helm of affairs and the appointment of people who were
not qualified for the positions. As Ammar said to Uthman: “you have authorized
idiots over us” (Ibn Abi Shayba, vol. 15, p. 221). Furthermore, Uthman summoned
Hakam ibn Abi al-As - who was exiled during the Prophet’s (PBUH) time and
was not returned even by the two Shaikhs - to Medina and entrusted him with
collecting the alms of the Khuza'a tribe (Mas'oudi, 1409 AH, vol. 2, p. 334). Uthman
later deposed Sa'd from the leadership of Kufa and replaced him with Walid
ibn Ugba whereas Walid had the governorship of Rabi'a and Jazira on behalf of
Umar (Tabari, 1387, vol. 4, p. 251). As a result, when Uthman sent his relatives who
were known for their immorality and oppression, out to the states, they became
superior to the people and a group of elders and nobles became discontented with
Uthman and prepared the ground for the sedition. These people were active until
Imam’s rule, such as Mu'awiya who himself caused seditions, riots and several
wars against Amir al-Mu'minin (AS). Imam confronted these people by replacing

them with competent people.

3.2. Human Factors

Asitwas mentioned earlier, society would have no meaning without considering
human existence. Many behaviors are, therefore, the result of human variables.
Some of the divisive factors in the society of Amir al-Mu'minin’s (AS) time

include:

3.2.1. Character

Among Imam's companions, there were people who were apparently his com-
panions, but at heart his opponents, such as Ash'ath ibn Qays, who was dis-
pleased with Imam. Purportedly, “he always had a spirit of protest and he himself
was one of the factors in accepting the Hakamiyya” (Sharif al-Radhi, 1379, p. 230).
In the battles of Siffin and Nahrawan, he sought to sabotage the affairs and add
fuel to opposition fires against Amir al-Mu'minin (AS), and due to his hypocrisy,
he tried to strike while disguised as a friend (Manqari, 1382, p. 480; Ibn Abi al-Hadid,
1404 AH, Vol. 2, pp. 214-216). Therefore, if Ash'ath had not quarreled with Imam in
the battle of Siffin about the Hakamiyya and judgment (Manqari, 1382, pp. 499-500;
Mangqari, 1370, pp. 688-690), the battle of Nahrawan would have not taken place, and
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perhaps Imam would have gone to the Levant (Sham) with the Kharijites and
captured it, but Ash'ath disrupted the state of affairs, so that the Kharijites stood

up to Amir al-Mu'minin (AS).

3.2.2. Emotions
Recognizing emotional motivation can help a leader select the best way to re-
solve conflicts. Some cases of this factor during Imam’s era are as follows:

a. On Laylat al-Harir (the night of clamor) in Siffin, Ash'ath made a speech
among his companions that arose from his emotions and feelings and caused
discord among the companions. Consequently, some demanded peace and some
demanded that war continued and did not attend to Imam's words.

b. Another area of conflict during Amir al-Mu'minin’s era, which indicates
individuals’ emotions, was the vengeance for the murder of the third Caliph,
Uthman, which was raised in different ways and by different individuals. This
led to wars such as Jamal and Siffin. Here are some instances:

- One of those who demanded Uthman’s revenge was Mu'awiya ibn Abi Su-
fyan who sought to explain this to Imam with different expressions and through
different people and to draw the attention of those around him to this issue
(Thagqafi, 1353, vol. 2, pp. 445-447 and pp. 489- 491; Tabari, 1387, vol. 4, p. 562; Thaqafi, 1373, p.
241; Tabari, 1375, vol. 6, p. 2500; Ibn A'tham, 1411, vol. 2, p. 496; Mas'oudi, 1409, vol. 2, p. 372).

- Among other people who provoked Uthman’s vengeance were the leaders
of Nakithin (Oath-Breakers). Ammar approached Aisha’s place in the battle of
Jamal and shouted, “what is your intention of the war?”” She said: “Uthman’s
revenge” (Mas'oudi, 1409, vol. 2, pp. 362-365; Mas'oudi, 1374, vol. 1, pp. 719-722; Ya'qoubi,
N.D., vol. 2, p. 182; Ya'qoubi, 1371, vol. 2, p. 80).

- Another revenge seeker for Uthman was the first Caliph’s son, whom Imam
Ali (AS) called in the battle of Siffin and said: “O Umar’s son! Damn you! Why
did you come to fight with me?! By God, if your father was alive, he would not
fight against me. He said: "I have come to seek vengeance for Uthman’s mur-
der” (Ya'qoubi, N.D., vol. 2, p. 380; Ya'qoubi, 1371, vol. 1, p. 738), whereas they had used
Uthman’s revenge as an excuse. Eventually, Imam gave them answers according

to their words.



3.2.3. Needs, Desires and Interests

After Uthman’s murder, Talha and Zubair coveted the caliphate, but with the
election of Imam by the people, their hopes turned to despair. Yet, they expected
to have a position in Imam’s government due to their social status and jihadi
background in the Prophet’s battles; so much so that while pledging allegiance
to Imam, they laid down the following condition: "we will pledge allegiance to
you, provided that you let us partake in the caliphate." Imam said: "no! you can
only help me face the obstacles and difficulties of the caliphate” (Sharif al-Radhi,
1386, p. 807). For some reason, he rejected their request, namely the rule of the
Levant for Zubair and Iraq for Talha. This, too, lead to conflict in the society, and

when Imam declined their requests, they caused the battle of Jamal to break out.

3.2.4. Hidden Expectations

A clear example of the hidden expectations is Talha and Zubair’s association
with Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) who sought to acquire the rule of Basra and Kufa.
When these two did not get what they wanted, they tried to urge Imam and ask
for their hidden expectations by disturbing the atmosphere of the society. How-
ever, when Imam rejected their request, they joined Aisha, the Umayyads and
Imam’s opponents in Mecca, prepared the ground for the battle of Jamal, and

set out for Basra.

3.2.5. Unresolved Issues From the Past

Among the issues that had occurred in the past, but were not completely resolved
and caused discord, were the dissensions arising from Hakamiyya. For exam-
ple, Numair ibn Ansi! says: “Imam Ali (AS) passed by a throng from the tribe
of Hamdan. A group of them walked past Imam and said: “you killed innocent
Muslims, you acted with hypocrisy regarding the command of God and opted for
Hakamiyya, and ruled men in the religion of God, while there is no judgement
except that of God.” Imam replied: “God's judgment is on your neck. Who is
the one who forbids the most vicious people from staining my beard with my
head’s blood? I will not die, but I will be killed” (Thaqafi, 1353, vol. 1, p. 29; Thaqafi,
1373, p. 37).

1. The correct name is Ansi, not Absi as transcribed in the article (Translator)
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Another example is the Kharijite movement which caused unrest in the
society of that time. After talking with them, Imam inevitably went to war with
the Kharijites. Had this dispute been resolved at the time of Hakamiyya, it would

not have caused any disagreements or conflicts.
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1. Anthropological study

2. Meaning making

3. Buckser and Glazier

4. ethnography

5. Lewis R. Rambo

6. psychologist of religion AY
7. Conversion to Islam in the Medieval Period (Billiet 1979))

8. Conversion to Islam (Levtzion 1979)

9. Larry Poston
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1. Islamic Da’wah in the West: Muslim Missionary Activity and the Dynamics of Conversion
to Islam (1992)
2.da’wah
o 3. Carol Anway
4. Daughters of Another Path: Experiences of American Women Choosing Islam (1996, see
also 1998)
5.AliKo""se’s
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1. self-continuity
2. psychological anthropology
3. internalization of culture

4. Strauss and Quinn
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1. psychological anthropologist
2. the reflective sense of self
3. Linger
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1. Cohen; Linger, Sokefeld
2. Obeyesekere, Stromberg
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1. Sachs Norris

2. cognitive recognition

3. psychological/cognitive anthropologists
4. Self-understanding

5. D’Andrade, D’ Andrade and Quinn

6. psychological anthropology

7. cognitive anthropology



330 53 5 <138V sl Cogn 3590 55 «(V9AY (1358) la3)) 500 5 044y e
o BU Sldlas Koo 5 colalas ol a8 Il 5. 08AV L1 63) 3,15 3925 ik s>
Coale glhls gl o000 c:.ﬁa)sb,;:.j\); 4S gl (5Laj§J\‘w\6§;.a)é Lgujﬁ\
iz T able/ i lid (glodd o Som b 5 paed (5551 55 a8 ditn (555 ol
5l aed IS SO L) dizan b (Slae iy pwased slasSl a8 I 55 (b
(S o 3L T st 3 ey et (533 & O 0VA) Tl oS ozl (slagS)l
Bl g S s slaSl Oles (Sinp glaS)

Sl 5 slane alS (glassars aosi b Qlladunssi a8 Conl ol 5o S
Slwiins b phulccmlaazalss 5 Olalealdacacad 5l ghos aSc 2l 5laas, )
AL ol K 2305 553 ol s o Mgy ol bl 24 5 008 250 5
85 8 p5b o s Il egd DLl 33 gl Kb gl i3l 30 o
03150l el )3 . Cunlod b ol 5 0n y> S e ated n Siiya bge o5 b
(3L Canl 390 5 Lilouls w3ly Coranl 390 ¢ raedt (SLagSl ol 43S oS Abalys
L. able ol bls Sl i (B 0P 5 e laady il L aS il s
SLaay il el cdised oo Sy 5 iy o Niseg (131 e ) Glimsd 5 (5355 Oso b
S_o el Oyl kS gy 55 0aliunns 4 g ol s 5 oDl

0P Sl S s e il ey plims plla 51 grliie Lo gl Lals
Sl 35 5 913 01 Gopme 53 pased pa oS Cunlasd S IS laasy il y Sl 2
e gerh s Gallis 53 5.(YYo 1N AY) (s S alS 45 9
SLaasit oS a0l g Synie (65501 S oo i i 350 )3 LSS S|
(SIS slaslas b aS  slaaSis canlos,S ole 3l gl o 0dusl O paseds Slins

Sl gz on (PN 10Lan) dipg oo g laETe A8 Ta 05 5 S05 ol s

1. Holland and Skinner, Holland

2. cognitive/emotional phenomena
3. Schwartz

4. 1dioverses

5. “personal semantic networks,”
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1. Luhrmann

2. Wiccan

3. “Interpretative drift”

4. Evangelical Christianity
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2. cognitive recognition.

3. cognitive reconciliation.
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1. Strangeness of self

alj 90 (sl dnlilad g0

Studies

<l bh

Vo) bl 952 - Jol o)l - Jol JLs

Ao



e Oleduwgs G350 (69,8 Cogd atwgn por &Iyl

M

Croiaze o8 g S 355 4 0335 o Sy (o0 Ol & ooy 5 4l 3 5l Jond g
553 S ) bl o Y55 6 355 5 g3 gl
sl (S5 53 penl jelatian

Olades 38 & Slosug 4y 35,03 Lagsd O ye copmyg) (Slacmdsn Sl ()l 5
OB sS4 L S geld ) s ol Wil n Loy 5l a8 Lins ol 40 )15 55
Oleduws adian |y 23550 LS oo HLebl Ol a5 pshailan . conl o ( by S0l
Al Ll wlazsesl)s S)s B aloendl 3 Cilzses HS81 5 Sl oo IR
555 ol oS 350 o 5k 4 sl e oy ot S5 (6,80 55 4 nbsn e
ol oS ol&im L Ll o osline 5 (e dom B 25l 03,05 5
3L a3 gp ol o T i dilags w0l 0 5 03,8 jlataly 010 51 5Uaxi) 30
Slalal o5 g0 ST 5l adpe 5 olonr| Guail 5 T pulid s Ols
33l e diS o3l 51l a8 (gslual 5 walas b rnsa b LLII )5 0L
el o T el (55l |y 0T K4S gl oo ssmpar ) lonbiity ellas pute
Cu3p o 4358 oS dad e OLES ol 53 (ol Sl hiin 53y pslalaa s 5
b 5oyl (o e 4 .3,5 o 513 S g LS o lomlr o 4 Lag]
Ll o8 Cupp 4 Cod Gl s oddolon ciodilag b ugn laaas
S ON RIKVEYP

Bl 5laS oo gablaanas 535 conand Ol Sliseanl (1499 a8 il
Aoased s Voop OlecodedS il ol odd fraoslr S ppm 5 slozr|
((,JAKT Ol 4 aS (o p36e) pd)h Olr 2Kt G4, ol sl 0 BB Les

1. Reflecting self

2. Self-presentation

3. Self-reflection

4. Self-image

5. Linger

6. Reflective consciousness
7. Selthood
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2. The Social Construction of What?
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